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BLACK SATURDAY TEN YEARS ON –
WHAT DID WE DISCOVER?
SUMMARY
It has been ten years since Australia’s
most deadly bushfire, in which 173 people
lost their lives and thousands of houses
were destroyed. Like Black Friday, Ash
Wednesday and other catastrophic
bushfires in Australia’s history, the lessons
from Black Saturday, 7 February 2009, are
still resonating today. This Hazard Note
highlights the key findings of the Bushfire
CRC report Victorian 2009 bushfire research
response. This research was supported
by a substantial database of scientific
observations, photographs and interviews,
and the findings led to the second stage
of research by the Bushfire CRC (2010 to
2014), which investigated the issues arising
from the Black Saturday bushfires in depth.

Above: WITH SOME FIRES STILL BURNING, RESEARCHERS QUICKLY BEGAN LOOKING INTO THE FACTORS THAT TOOK THE
LIVES OF 173 PEOPLE. PHOTO: DAVID BRUCE, BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS CRC
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FIRE BEHAVIOUR
Key findings
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HUMAN BEHAVIOUR
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Key findings
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as identified in the Black Saturday report.
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In all, 2,029 houses were destroyed during

The Bushfire and Natural Hazards
CRC is a national research
centre funded by the Australian
Government Cooperative Research
Centre Program. It was formed in
2013 for an eight-year program
to undertake end-user focused
research for Australia and
New Zealand.
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The report Victorian 2009 bushfire
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do not necessarily represent the views,
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