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COMMUNITY TAKING LEAD IN EMERGENCY
PLANNING FOR THEIR ANIMALS
ABOUT THIS PROJECT
This research was conducted as part
of the Managing animals in disasters
project. The project has identified best
practice approaches to animal emergency
management that result in improved
outcomes for community members,
emergency responders and animals.
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SUMMARY
During a disaster, animal owners are responsible
for their animals. However, owners are often
ill-prepared to protect both themselves and
their animals. This can endanger the lives of

Above: 63% OF AUSTRALIAN HOUSEHOLDS OWN PETS AND 90% OF OWNERS CONSIDER THEIR PETS TO BE FAMILY MEMBERS.
THIS HAS SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS DURING AN EMERGENCY.
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BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL
HAZARDS CRC RESEARCH
The MAiD team proposes animal emergency
management as a novel way to engage animal
owners to prepare for emergencies, to improve

animals. Most planning was low level, that is,
restricted to thinking about and discussing
Above: THIS RESEARCH HAS REINFORCED THE NEED
TO SUPPORT COMMUNITIES TO BE PREPARED AND TO PLAN
FOR ANIMALS WHEN CONSIDERING THEIR EMERGENCY
ARRANGEMENTS.
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The survey was completed by 386
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Residents living in or around the Blue
Mountains, who either own, care for,
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Identify local needs and gaps in

•

Assess local community emergency

two cat carriers as they were in storage in

preparedness for animals

garage. Police escorted us out and we had to

Learn about experiences and identify

leave immediately so we just put cats in the

BLUE MOUNTAINS
EVACUEES’ EXPERIENCES
WITH ANIMALS
“The first time [we evacuated] I just
took the dogs out and sat in the park
with them. The second time we took
the dogs and the cat and took the
dogs to our daughters and the cat we
temporarily put into board with a vet
in Sydney. We had no options for the
chickens, we had to leave them.”
“I took two horses to a neighbour’s
house, around the corner. I then came
home, loaded the other two horses
and then went back to the neighbours
where someone else offered to take
the first two to the showground so we
could get there in one trip. I left my
dog at home with my husband.”
“Rang Lithgow Vets and they found
room for the cats. Did not know of
anybody else that I could contact –
information is scarce if you don’t know
where to get it from.”
Above:

SES PERSONNEL TRAINING FOR A HORSE RESCUE.

HOW COULD THE RESEARCH
BE USED?
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this area of emergency management. A
future goal is to create a ‘how to’ guide
and resource pack, that would be available
for other communities. This guide could be
used to promote emergency preparedness
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and planning through a focus on animals.
Its advice could include the networks and

management groups, including the local

identified problems are communicated back

collaborations required, how to identify

councils, NSW Rural Fire Service, NGOs, and

to the community.

the needs of local animal owners, and

neighbourhood centres. The mapping and

suggestions for community activities.

availability of local resources for veterinary

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

services and animal boarding facilities will

The experience of observing and

developed as part of the current project,

enable community members to plan ahead.

supporting a community-led group, such

including a question bank for surveys,

The ‘community-to-community’ activities

as Blue ARC, provides the opportunity to

templates for posters and fact sheets and

of Blue ARC ensure that local solutions to

learn from the group start-up process in

plans for low-cost community training.

The Bushfire and Natural Hazards
CRC is a national research
centre funded by the Australian
Government Cooperative
Research Centre Program. It was
formed in 2013 for an eight-year
program to undertake end-user
focused research for Australia and
New Zealand.

The resource pack will include materials
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