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OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENHANCED DISASTER RISK
REDUCTION IN URBAN PLANNING IN VICTORIA

Above: THIS RESEARCH ASSESSED THE COMPREHENSIVENESS OF VICTORIA’S URBAN PLANNING FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND IDENTIFIED OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVED PLANNING
ACROSS THE STATE. PHOTO: DAVID BRUCE, BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS CRC.
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The Australian Institute of Disaster Resilience’s Handbook on Australian Emergency Management Arrangements recognises PPRR as the four phases of the
Australian approach to emergency management, acknowledging “some jurisdictions are redefining PPRR to the three phases of ‘before’, ‘during’ and ‘after’
the emergency” (2019, p. 5).
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Deploying risk reduction as a
fundamental objective

Figure 1: URBAN PLANNING AND DISASTER RISK REDUCTION WERE ASSESSED AND INTEGRATED USING DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS
RELEVANT TO EACH HAZARD TYPE. GRAPHIC: MARCH AND NOGUEIRA DE MORAES 2020.

Urban planning systems are challenged
with resolving multiple, often competing,
priorities and objectives. The Planning and
Environment Act (1987) provides some
overarching directions but does not include
fundamental mandatory requirements,
tests or standards regarding consideration
or treatment of natural hazard risks.
Deploying disaster risk reduction as a
fundamental planning objective could
ensure comprehensive consideration of
risk across multi-hazards in strategic and
statutory planning decision making.
Maximising the potential of
strategic planning
Strategic action is the process by which
long-term goals are achieved through
adjustment and change over time to
integrate and coordinate actions. Strategic
planning for risk can be strengthened and
supported by a hierarchy of policy and
decision criteria to guide regional and local
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justice: challenges for Australia and its
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