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BUILDING COLLABORATIVE EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT CAPACITY IN NORTHERN
AUSTRALIA
ABOUT THIS PROJECT
The Scenario planning for remote
community risk management in northern
Australia project was a continuation of
research that began in 2014 at Charles
Darwin University, assessing emergency
management capacity building needs in
northern Australian remote communities.
This project was a partnership between
the Darwin Centre for Bushfire Research
at Charles Darwin University, the North
Australia Indigenous Land and Sea
Management Alliance, regional fire and

Above: THIS RESEARCH USED CONSULTATION AND RESPECT TO EMPOWER INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES BY
ENHANCING THEIR CAPABILITY TO BETTER UNDERSTAND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES AND PROCESSES.
PHOTO: CHARLES DARWIN UNIVERSITY.
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are largely omitted in current natural
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effects of fires on tropical savanna and
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• It is important to implement a multi‑sector
targeted approach for generating

hazard-related assessments and policies.
• minor yet frequent events, such as

the Northern Territory and need to
be considered in national datasets.

new opportunities to reduce the risk

RESEARCH FINDINGS

of natural hazards in remote settings,

This research has identified that effective

offering a cost-effective way to mitigate
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and manage natural hazards.

This project has had a significant impact

partnerships with remote communities,
and cross-sectoral engagement, especially

• Emergency management can be

on informing emergency management

with the environmental sector, is essential

conducted as part of other activities

issues in remote northern communities,

for building resilience to natural hazards

that address broader landscape

both for emergency management agencies

across northern Australia, and for ensuring

and community management.

and Indigenous stakeholders, including:

effective emergency management
delivery in remote community settings.
This research highlights ongoing priorities,
as identified by partner agencies and
community stakeholders, that require further
action-based research and implementation.
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Elders (from the Northern Territory and
north Queensland) to look for communitybased solutions to effectively manage and
mitigate natural hazards in the region
• encouraging discussions among
Indigenous stakeholders to consider
emergency management issues and
realise that their involvement is valuable
and critical for their own communities
• informing emergency management
agencies, particularly the Northern
Territory Emergency Service, to learn
directly from the Indigenous Ranger
Groups in remote communities
about various emergency

Above: RESEARCHERS GATHER WITH THE NGUKKURR COMMUNITY FOR A WORKSHOP.
PHOTO: NATHAN MADDOCK, BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS CRC.

management issues they face
• providing detailed cost analyses, including
direct and indirect losses from bushfires

END-USER STATEMENT

and all the major and minor natural

“The scenario planning project has focused on opportunities for engaging with

hazards from 2010–2019, directly informing

and utilising the emerging capacities of Indigenous ranger groups in emergency

agencies in the Northern Territory

management in remote community settings. As a rural fire management agency,
Bushfires NT can foresee many benefits flowing from greater involvement of trusted and

• providing fire severity mapping
and SMERF monitoring products

skilled local personnel in all phases of emergency management in remote communities.

that are proving valuable for a wide

To that end, we recognise the importance of emergency management agencies

range of northern land managers,

providing appropriate, long-term support for remote communities and ranger groups,

including pastoralists, Indigenous

including provision of regular, flexible and appropriate training and resourcing, and

and conservation land managers

respectful collaboration with community leaders and Traditional Owners. We also commit
to encouraging development of fee-for-service arrangements within the shire councils,

• enhance fire severity mapping

agencies and other land owners/managers to help support Indigenous ranger groups.

to better informing the National

The research team have performed well, having published papers of international

Greenhouse Gas Inventory

significance, and patiently working towards the development of remote Indigenous

• generating detailed information
both for emergency management

community resilience. They have provided insights into the potential for Indigenous

agencies and remote community

Ranger Group involvement in remote community emergency management activities,

partners to enhance collaborative

and assisted rangers to better understand their aspirations in this space.”

emergency management across the

Kenneth Baulch, Director of Policy and Planning, Bushfires NT

sparsely settled northern savannas.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

• full accounting of the costs of natural
hazards in northern Australia ,

bringing together senior representatives

community-based research needs

especially in remote communities

from north Australian end-user emergency

commenced in the first round of the CRC’s

• ongoing development of tools to assist

management agencies and Indigenous

research program. Ongoing priorities

savanna fire managers, for example,

remote community stakeholders, the

identified by partner agencies and community

fire behaviour models, improved fire

Australian Red Cross, and other partners,

stakeholders requiring further action-based

severity mapping and curing mapping

was organised in November 2020. There

research and implementation include:
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A first of its kind cross-sectoral workshop,

This project has expanded on identified

• further facilitation of case-based dialogue

was a mutual agreement among the

• understanding the full costs and benefits of

between emergency management

emergency management representatives

engaging with Indigenous Ranger Groups

agencies and remote communities

and Indigenous stakeholders to develop

in the delivery of effective emergency

to promote enhanced emergency

effective partnerships for building resilience

management in remote community settings

management arrangements.

for managing emergencies in the future.
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