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There has been an increasing emphasis on the integration of bushfire risk management into 
urban planning. Losses have preceded regulation, and in-depth inquiries after bushfire events 
have instigated institutional and regulatory improvements. 
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Transformations of the planning system 
to integrate planning and building 

framework through the BMO

Replacement of the WMO by the Bushfire 
Management Overlay (BMO), triggered by the 

Royal Commission after Black Saturday (2009). CFA 
as determining referral authority. AS3959 revision 

(2009). 

Formalization of the integration of 
bushfire risk management via urban 

planning through the WMO

Introduction of the Wildfire Management Overlay 
(WMO) within the planning system restructuring and 
the introduction of the Victoria Planning Provisions. 
AS3959 integration in WMO. AS3959 revision (1999). 

Progressive emergence of bushfire risk 
management into urban planning

Transfer, testing and accumulation of experiences 
about bushfire risk management into local urban 

planning contexts.
Victorian planning system structural changes. 

Introduction of AS3959 (1991). 

Independent beginnings of spatial 
planning & bushfire risk management

Set the bases of how urban planning and fire 
agencies work now. 

Seminal indications of integration, e.g. Victoria 
Royal Commission (1939) recommendations.
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What are the key changes in urban planning regulations that have been introduced over 
time in Victoria, seeking to minimize the impacts of bushfires upon settlements?

Correction and simplification of the 
previous BMO reforms

Adjustment of the bushfire reforms, simplifying and 
relaxing the urban planning requirements.
CFA as recommending referral authority.
BMO mapping updated across Victoria.

AS3959 revision (2018).
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