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Connecting communities: Integration of disaster preparedness measures at household, school, and community level, using a child-centered approach [4]
Vital disaster education for children is primarily designed for delivery in schools, but Dr Avianto Amri’s research has produced a new board game to empower children at home. While recent studies have shown that disaster
education programs increase children’s awareness and knowledge, it does not always translate to changes at home in disaster preparedness. This new innovative education intervention enables children to engage with parents and
build disaster resilient households.

Research team

Full description
Vital disaster education for children is primarily designed for delivery in schools, but Dr Avianto Amri’s research has produced a new board game to empower children at home. While recent studies have shown that disaster
education programs increase children’s awareness and knowledge, it does not always translate to changes at home in disaster preparedness. This new innovative education intervention enables children to engage with parents and
build disaster resilient households.

The board game, PREDIKT, empowers children to engage in householder preparedness in a meaningful way, explains Avianto.

“PREDIKT provides the ammunition for teachers and parents to play and learn about disaster preparedness with children, in a fun and interactive way. It’s not just the children learning. We’ve found that parents and teachers are
challenged by the children, as their curiosity drives them to ask more questions related to disaster preparedness,” Avianto said.

Initial results have shown that the education intervention is successful in motivating parents to discuss householder preparedness with their children. The resource, which is cheap and scalable, is currently being used by agencies
and practitioners across Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. The game forms part of a broader toolkit, which includes worksheets, templates, tips and preparedness items for multiple hazard types, to further strengthen
disaster preparedness through interactive learning. The developing body of knowledge around children and disaster risk reduction has shown the importance of engaging with children in meaningful ways. Participatory processes
empower children to not only protect themselves and others in emergencies, but to become agents of change for their communities. Discussions are in progress to modify the board game and toolkit so that it can be used by people
with visual impairment. This would make PREDIKT the first inclusive board game on disaster preparedness.
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