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BUILDING COMMUNITY RESILIENCE IN
NORTHERN AUSTRALIA

Objectives

1)Articulating key BNH challenges facing Indigenous people and
local communities in north Australian and adjacent savanna
regions

2)Exploring opportunities through emerging economies related to
climate change mitigation, carbon trading, and ecosystem
services

3)Rigorous valuation of potential Ecosystem Services (ES) and
associated scenario modelling of Payment for Environmental
Service (PES) benefits from emerging land  -use options (e.g.
savanna burning, carbon sequestration and environmental
stewardship arrangements)

4)Identifying beneficial culturally appropriate institutional and
governance arrangements

5)Providing authoritative analysis to help inform relevant policies
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KEY PERSONNEL & STAKEHOLDERS

Researchers
Prof Jeremy Russell-Smith, DCBR / RIEL, CDU

Prof Bob Costanza, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

Mr Peter Yu, Chair, North Australian Indigenous Land & Sea
Management Alliance Ltd (NAILSMA) & colleagues

Dr Kamal Sangha, DCBR / RIEL, CDU
Aboriginal Research Practitioner Network (ARPNet members)
Prof Andrew Campbell, DCBR / RIEL, CDU

Cluster Lead End User
Suellen Flint, Director Community Engagement, FESA (WA)

Lead End User for the Northern Hub:

Steve Rothwell, Chief Fire Officer/Director, NT Fire and Rescue
Service
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DELIVERABLES

Phase 1 (Years 1-4) project outputs:
1)annual workshops, towards the development of

2)a major book (realistically Year 5)

(indicative title:  Community Development and
Resilience: A reimagined future for north
Australian Indigenous Lands and Seas ), and

30 1 refereed journal paper



STATUS

1) appointment of ES / PES post -doc, Dr Kamal Sangha,
completed 2014

2) inaugural workshop held mid -2014; follow -up workshop
planned on -country (Ngukurr) mid-2015

3) preliminary ES / PES assessments substantially complete for
Gunbalanya and Ngukurr communities in association with
other northern hub project initiatives

4) preliminary ES valuation of biodiversity and cultural values
for Fish River Station (NT) substantially complete

5) paper accepted for 2015 AFAC / BNHCRC conference

6) advanced draft literature review completed (final due
mid -2015) addressing ES values and PES opportunities for
north Australian Indigenous terrestrial estate.
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ARPNet researchers undertaking
preliminary assessments (scoping study)

2 teams of communitypased indigenous researchers have been trained in
Ngukurr and Gunbalanya [16 community based practitioners from ARPNet
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ARPNet scoping study

Tools for the scoping study
Include 2 questionnaires

[1 for community members anc
1 for community organlzatlons]
developed with the
participation of the communlty
based indigenous researchersi

ARPNet; the Aboriginal
wSaSk NOK t NI Ol
Network.

Participatory tools include key
Interviews, ranking and
matrices.
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ARPNet researcherso scop

Fieldwork has commenced in Gunbalanya, and will be comple
by end of April. Fieldwork is planned for May in Ngukurr.
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NGUKURR
(on Roper River 300km south -west of Katherine, NT)
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ROPER RIVER IN FLOOD NEARGUKURR
(can be 20km wide, 20m deep )
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CYCLONE TRACKS OVERARNHEM LAND

|

A 25 cyclones affecting
Arnhem Land over a 20
year period 19872006

A 2 so far this wet season

A Communities perceive
that impacts on remote
Indigenous communities

i , : : not taken seriously

Troplcal Cyclones R 2 compared with e.g.

1987 to 2006 Queensland coast

No. of TCs within 400 km o( your location: 25
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SOCIAL &
CULTURAL
ASSETS;
NGUKURR
from
NAILSMA
analysis

A Songlines

A Fire
management
priorities
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NAILSMA

INDIGENOUS
LAND AND SEA
MANAGEMENT

Social and cultural information

Cutstations
PlaceNames

Important resource utilisation areas
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Blackcurrant
Bush turkey
Fishing

Goanna
Huntng

Long neck turtle
Magpée goose

Pathways of ancestral beings

* Burrindi (Black Goanna)
« Gilyimnggilyirmng (Mermaid)
+ Jardugal (Plains Kangarco)

Murru Murru (Nailtail Wallaby)

* Nakaran {Debil Debil)
+ Ngurra (Catfish)
« Sandridge Goanna

_l Key areas for fire management
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GUNBALANYA (Oenpelli )
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