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▌Managing Animals in Disasters (MAiD) Project Overview
(2014 – 2017)

Phase 1 – Animal Emergency Management (AEM) 
in Australia

• Scoping phase
• What are the issues for end users and other stakeholders? 
• Laying down a knowledge/research base in Australia

Phase 2 – Different perspectives on AEM
• Suite of small projects 
• PhD (Rachel Westcott)
• Supporting community-led AEM 

Phase 3 – Project utilisation/outreach
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▌Emergency preparedness – Engagement 
with animal owners

Animal ownership is a great motivator for emergency preparedness

How Fireproof is your plan? NSW RFS 2018. https://www.youtube.com/user/NSWRFS

• The idea of engaging animal 
owners in emergency 
preparedness through their bond 
with their animals is not new

• Blue ARC and new ‘Animal Ready 
Community’ projects

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leveraging off human-animal bondBiosecurity – shared responsibility

https://www.youtube.com/user/NSWRFS
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▌Blue ARC – Animal Ready Community
Community-led action

• The aim of Blue ARC is to support community 
resilience in emergency events through better 
awareness, preparedness, planning and response 
for companion animals, livestock, and native wildlife 

• Developed resources, training, run social media 
page, connect with official emergency 
management structures through Resilience and 
Preparedness Working Group

NSW Resilient Australia Awards 2018
Highly Commended – Community Award
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▌Blue ARC
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▌Hawkesbury-Nepean Animal Ready Community
Large Animal Focus

• Funded by the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley Flood Risk 
Management Strategy

• Working group - INSW-led, with support from NSW SES, NSW 
DPI, GS LLS, BNHCRC, Local Equine Veterinarian, Local 
Council, NSW RFS, Blue ARC
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▌HNV ARC – Horse Care & Safety 
Open Day

• Mix of stalls and events in arena. 

• Focus on care of horses and horse behaviour – with 
consistent emergency preparedness messages 

“[Bushfire prone horse owners] you can ring 
those mates and say, “can you come up 
and help me move my horses down to your 
place, down in the lowlands?” Or 
conversely, you may get a flood warning.. 
But wouldn't it be nice to know you’ve got 
some friends who live up there - Kurrajong, 
Kurrajong Heights, …all that area is nice and 
high and dry. That I could take my horses up 
to your place.” David King, NSW SES 

• Evaluation
• 58% had emergency plan that 

included horses

• Issues for relocation – where to 
go, how to move horses 

• What to do if not home
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▌NSW SES Project ‘Ohana’ 
All animals – Network Focus

• Community Resilience and Innovation Program 
(CRIP)-funded grant 

• Led by Sue Pritchard, NSW SES. Supported by NSW 
DPI, AVA, BNHCRC, Local Councils, NSW RFS

• Developing messaging and behavioural strategy 
(with The Behavioural Architects)

• Next steps… 
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▌ ‘Ohana’ – Encouraging building an ARC

• Engaged high level stakeholder groups, helping to co-develop a resource kit to use, 
to help them build resilience

• Leveraging networks such as pony clubs, breeders, fancier groups and associations 
to establish their own Animal Ready Community

• Resource kit could include
• Pet Emergency Plan template 

• Pet Chat Talking Points

• How to build an ARC

• Link to Get Ready Animals Website

• Magazine Article for their newsletters 

• Video Testimonials
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▌ ‘Giddy Up! – Get Ready Huon
All animals – emergency preparedness

• TFS-led event – Huon Valley

• DPIPWE, Huon Valley Council, 
Agricultural Society, BNHCRC, 
Australian Red Cross

• Morning – talks / stalls, BBQ lunch, 
Afternoon - demonstrations
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▌ What’s next? 
Potential for use in the sector

• Further advocacy and network 
building

• Continued gathering of best 
practice approaches

― Identification of evacuation 
centres

― Lessons identified (Huon)

• Animal Welfare in Emergencies 
(AWIE) Handbook

“This could assist States in evaluating their 
progress in this area and to assist in better 
integration into normal emergency 
management arrangements. 

…The addition of a handbook for AWIE 
could centralise the supporting 
information and existing handbooks 
could reference to this material.”

Amanda Nardi-Wallace 
State Animal Welfare Emergency Coordinator
Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (WA)
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